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' POLICY GUIDANCE FOR CONGRESSIONAL WITNESSES 





The sensitivity and political vulnerability of the U. 8. satellite 


reconnaissance effort, es embodied in the 8A MOS project, dictates 
the utmost in discretion and spplication of rigorous need-to-know 


procedures st sll echelons. To this end, and in anticipation of the 


many esaential appearances of witnesses before various Congressiona! | 
committees, the following information and guidance is provided. 


LL BACKGROUND: 


A. Over the past few years, this project, elther as WS-lI7L 


or SAMOS, has been reported upon and discussed from many points 


of view before many committees of both Houses of Congress and by 


‘inensee st practically every level of the Department of Defense, | 


ait cik, # can be reasonably aswamed that: 


LA majority of both houses of Congress are basiealty 
Remilia® with Ce intent sd function ofthe BANOS satelite developmet 


bat et | 


ser 


i; Seah eiieiidieitencetaettenna 
ant have nly boon given in cloned classified ssosion, on a apecific 
3, The Congrons in general, snd the important committees 
apecifically, 2 are very mach aware of the national significance and 
urgency in achievement, at the earliest possible date, Of a satellite 
Seas ste Sema Sar wry Woh eneuy 
OenneTENS (he Cotalls of thin effet. | 


‘HL GUIDANCE: — 
1b $AMOS project information will not normally be included 
in prepared statements or briefings, Congressional testimony snd 
taformation regarding £4MOS project will be given by the Under 7 
Secretary ef the Air Force an required. Chairmen of appropriate —_ 
Committees will be briefed by the Under Secretary and their cooperation 
sated ia minimizing or eliminating Committee Glecunsion of thia subject. 
2. SAMOS project will not be discussed in open seasion, 
netutthetanding the amount of previous years! information in the public 
domain or press speculation. Reoly wader these ctroumstances will | 





SERRE 


R. The et olan and ery met bo 
answered in open seasion, and/or | 
ob The GA MOB project is cutaide the coguizance of 


8. When in closed session, if poasible within the context of 
material being aubmitted or previous discussion, witness shouki 


| Fempectfally state, aa in subparagraph b, above, at the Ba 808 project 


is outaide his cognizance, 


B, Specific, $a thane inttanees where witnenues ie clesed ouusten 
Gecret level) are unable to svold discussion or suswer to query regarding | 
SAMOB, replies to specific questions will be conched within the framework 7 


| of the following information, using the minimum reply aceeptable to the 
| Committes snd refraining from any voluntary elaboration. 


i. There is in existence no specific SAMOS system or program 


which is intended or planned to be a complete means of conducting 
| recomnaiagance via apace, Public conjectures and speculations concerning 


ccenstonal fights of apace vehicles are based on misinterpretation of the 
role of such Dights. - 

& saeinedininatiitidaatliceems 
of development tm recomnatesance techniques and equipments, wd 
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development of space technology, which it is in our interest to explore 


adequately. These broad aress are pursued over a wide spectrum of 


experiments, which are condusted from time to time, end which have 
been popularly considered to be SAMOS missions. Theee flights are 
in fact experimental demonstrations of components and techniques which | 


_ te being developed under the broad program we are conducting in 


farther development of recomnsiasance snd space technology concepts. 


| Such experiments are needed to farsish final verification of component | 


developments; these component developments need to be tested in the 
acteal apace environment sg final proof of their technical adequacy. 
Because the number of such experiments is large, in order to properly 


| pursue the many desirable developments and techniques, the number of 
- flights which mast be condacted is also large. Typical component 


developments which will be involved are equipments to gather information, 
methods ef providing power in space for extended periods of time, 


| develooment of vebiele attitnie control systems for extended duration in 


orbit, reliable in-flight remote control of payload, ets. ; typical techniques 
which will be in volved are such as relate to precision de-orbiting and 
recovery of space capsules, methods for efficiently programming 
equipments in orbit, methods for developing highly reliable long~durstion 


- subsystems of space vehicles, etc. 
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3. These developeneate are of very general secfulnees snd 


_ Smportance to our national space program as a whole, and to the future 


development of recomzissance equipments of masy sorts. ‘Farther. 


| dectatons beyond the soope of the present beced experiments] etfort are 
| dependent open results of these current developments, | 


4, Ths vies (pot) evelpeen hs inclnded electrode reno 
paytonda BuseErezab le Bay saguelic’ Werrét) payloads are being developed on 2 ) 


pregresstely mace advanced baie frm intial research snd developmen 


feasibility verston to advanced digital snd analogue techniques, 


& As of 1 January 1062, 5 satellite reconssiasance vehicles | 


—_ have been launched (3 readout - 3 recoverable types). Of these, two 


were succesatully placed in orbit. a ae a Me 


| on both photo and ferret readout componeats; the second, a recoversble 


type system, provided usefal data via telemetry, but malfunctioned 
while tn orbit and recovery was not accomplished, | 

é. Recenndannaae fight echedalas we xpestly sattve ang 
wer closely held in order to minimise the chance of inadvertent compro- 
mee which could remult tn effective Soviet comtermessures. 
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